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Creative writing used to be one of my favorite things to teach. I was always a
stickler for an interesting introduction and an opening sentence with a real hook.
I find this ironic because I’m pretty sure I start most of my newsletter articles with
“I can’t believe it’s already (fill-in the blank: Friday, springtime, May, etc etc)," but
the truth is, time flies in this joyful school of ours and whenever I sit down to write
something time sensitive I really can’t believe how quickly time has gone. Now
here we are in our last full month of the school year. It’s definitely been a unique
year and far from easy. Nonetheless, I am grateful everyday that we are open,
that we are healthy, and that we have such a supportive and wonderful
community. 

 This week is Teacher Appreciation Week! I’m excited to celebrate the HMS staff
and faculty. They truly are dedicated, intelligent, passionate, and frankly, a lot of
fun. As Head of School, a former classroom teacher and an alumni mom, I have a
unique perspective and I can say from every angle I feel so fortunate to know the
folks here at HMS. Each person has their own personalities that inform their
teaching style and their passions. Each classroom is a little different than the next,
but what is truly evident is the teachers’ dedication to our school mission and to
best serving the students. Our teachers enjoy preparing a Montessori
environment that is calm, purposeful, and steeped in interesting work for the
children and adolescents. The teachers love observing as a new discovery is
made, a new idea comes to fruition, and a connection is formed. It’s pretty
amazing.

Right now we are busy planning for the 2021-22 school year. We know there will
still be Covid protocols in place, but hope to see things gradually going back to
normal. One thing I’ve appreciated this year is the number of agencies that are
advocating for small schools like ours as well as the growing relationship we have
formed with our health department. What started off as a very rocky and
frustrating situation became better and better as the guiding agencies opened
their virtual doors for feedback meetings and updates. While we may not always
agree with the final decision, we as a school have had an opportunity to share our
voice and our experiences. It’s been quite a journey.
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This summer we will be working on our playground updates. Thanks to your
generosity and a successful auction, we have an opportunity to create really special
outdoor spaces for our students. Barring any delays with the county, we hope to
have these projects complete before September. Thank you again for helping us to
raise over $26,000 for our playgrounds! 

And while I do love planning and looking to the future, I also want to take time to
focus on the present, especially given the chance to celebrate our HMS staff and
teachers. As I noted earlier, I appreciate them all for who they are and the gifts that
they bring to the children every day! As a mom, an administrator, and a colleague, I’d
like to thank the folks here at HMS for their mentorship of our students: Happy
Teacher (& Staff) Appreciation Week to the best team around! I’m honored to be in
this work with all of you. 

-Aimee
Warmly,

Aimee Allen
Head of School

Our teachers are 

#1!!!

Thank You, HMS Teachers!



 

In the Spruce Primary Classroom, we just completed an exciting unit on space. We dove into
galaxies, celebrated stars, sang of planets, marveled over comets! Learning about the cosmic is
awesome and inspiring. What I actually love most about this area of study, though, is the deep
appreciation we gain for our own little sphere of rock moving around the sun. 

As we talk about the gas giants, the inhospitable atmospheres on neighboring terrestrial planets,
the vastness of space, I love observing as students start demonstrating a newfound appreciation
for our planet. “I love earth!” they exclaim, gazing at a picture on the wall or in a book. They hug
trees as if discovering them for the first time, “trees give us oxygen!” They flap their arms, “air is
all around us!” 

For Earth Day, I enjoy presenting crafts made with recycled materials. Although the official date
has passed, I wanted to share one of my favorites, the toilet paper roll race car. I have done this
with my primary classroom, but I think would be very appropriate for older students as well.

Have your child collect toilet paper rolls and applesauce packet caps. I think it is valuable to have
them save the materials and consider what would normally happen to them. What happens to
garbage when it leaves our home? What about recycling?

A parent or caregiver must prepare the toilet paper rolls by cutting a ‘u’ shape on one side, and
at the end of the project, I do recommend using a glue gun to attach the wheels. 

Toilet paper rolls can be painted white or any other color (once the ‘u’ is cut) left to dry, and then
decorated. I recommend decorating with stickers as well as markers/crayons/paint. Finally, how
about a recyclable race track? A fleet of race cars? These are sturdy toys that can be shared and
enjoyed. 

Happy crafting!

our amazing planet!
by Alyssa Venable, Spruce Room Teacher



Get Gardening!
By Kalaena Morris and Amber Adika, Magnolia Room Parents

Nothing beats the feeling of nourishing your body and soul with the food you grew from
start to finish. Flavors of truly fresh food can be vastly different than the produce we
find in the store and kids that weren’t excited about eating certain vegetables may find
the charm of tasting something they helped nurture simply irresistible. Its been said
that gardening is cheaper than therapy, however, nothing is more maddening than
overcommitment. Keep it simple.

Look in your refrigerator to decide what to grow. What you eat on a regular basis is
probably the best guide to your gardening investment portfolio. Food you are invested
in will keep your attention. Consider how to minimize waste. Coordinate sharing starts
and high yield plants with friends: Zucchini, Cucumbers, Tomatoes. Grow what freezes
well without the hassle of canning: Carrots, Green beans, Snap peas, Squash. Consider
what stores well: Onions, Garlic, Potatoes, Pumpkin.

Be realistic about your space. You don’t need to dig up any lawn. Grab a few containers
and take note of your sunny spots. Veggies play nice with flowers. Grow sprawling vines
up trellises and integrate within existing flower beds. There are ways to get around big
expensive pots. Colorful grow bags are cute and store well. I also have re-used the big
plastic pots that shrubs or trees come in, spray paint a funky color on the outside
(copper mealtic is my favorite) add a trellis and it completely transforms to Pinterest
worthy. 

Decide on a realistic time commitment. Weeding is minimal in containers but plan to
water at least 2 times per week. Upcycle with an upside down bottle waterer and your
time commitment becomes simply remembering to let your plants enjoy happy hour
when you do.
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Have an experimentation mindset, take notes and adjust. Get good soil and feed it
according to what you are growing in the container this year and what you grew last
year. I make little notes about what went right and what went wrong. Crop rotation,
companion planting and soil amendments are constant experiments that I have learned
to approach with the mindset of a scientist - a failed hypothesis is simply good
information for the next experiment. Information is readily available online or in books
and you can go as far down that rabbit hole as you want. 
Container gardening is an easy place to start. Pick a theme to help plan your use.

Roasted Potatoes
Potatoes,Thyme, Garlic, Chives

Salad
Lettuce, Cherry tomatoes, Green Onion, Cucumber, Basil

Salsa
Tomatoes, Peppers, Onions, Garlic, Cilantro

Tea 
Chamomile, Mints, Strawberries for garnish

Bath
Calendula, Chamomile, Borage, Lemon Balm, Lavender

Be realistic about your space. You don’t need to dig up any lawn. Grab a few containers
and take note of your sunny spots. Veggies play nice with flowers. Grow sprawling vines
up trellises and integrate within existing flower beds. There are ways to get around big
expensive pots. Colorful grow bags are cute and store well. I also have re-used the big
plastic pots that shrubs or trees come in, spray paint a funky color on the outside
(copper mealtic is my favorite) add a trellis and it completely transforms to Pinterest
worthy. 

Harvest the flowers and sprinkle on baking sheet to dry in the sun. Use a loose leaf tea
ball to infuse into your bath tub or prepare a foot bath on the deck at sunset with
libation of your choice. This is your back up plan if all the vegetables fail. Remember,
keep it simple!



 

 

 

 

 

 

First of all, thank you all once again for an incredibly successful auction!
As you know by now, we raised over $42,000 this year! $26,000 of this
will go toward playground renovations, and $4,625 is going directly into
classroom budgets. On behalf of the entire Board of Trustees, I wanted
to express our deepest gratitude. We are so lucky to have such a
generous and supportive community here at HMS.

Speaking of our community, I hope many of you will join us for the
Annual Board Meeting on May 18! Each spring, the Board hosts a
meeting where we share the state of the school, school finances, and
progress on the strategic plan. This year the meeting will once again be
held via Zoom. This is a great opportunity for you to ask us questions,
see how the Board operates, or even just put a face to our names!
Aimee and her team will be sending out more information about that
very soon. We hope to see you there!

Thank you, 
Julie Thorn 
Board Chair
boardchair@harbormontessori.org

Board Corner

Julie Thorn
Board Chair
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contributor:

Alyssa Venable
Primary Teacher


